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(By one of the leading ?'oslea Arabs of Jerusalem*) 

KOTB t (Riots and rebellions are ;:nd*rlined, Commissions end Reports are 
capitalised* ) 

1* Hetf j lain is about $2 years old* His father was Ifufti of Jerusalem; 

his brother Kamil succeeded the father, and upon Kamil 1 e death In 1921, 
lain became not only Mufti of Jerusalem, but Orand Mufti of Palestine# 

(A British-created position.) 

2* Be had studied at Al-Ashar University in Cairo until 1911*, then 
served in the Turkish army until 191?, deserted, fad then su p p o r t ed Prince 
Faisal, and took an active part in the Arab movement for a new state# 

Shortly after Faisal became King of Syria, Amin delivered a fiery eodwrtatian, 
in Jerusalem, demanding that Palestine be incorporated in Syria* A Jew spat, 
on a sacred flag, a riot ensued, and Amin fled to Transjordan, being sentenced 
In absentia to 15 year's imprisonment. 

3# These 1920 riots were studied by the PILIH-KcBARHBTT COMMISSION, bqt. 
although its report was never Issued, its appreciation of Arab hopes, leaked 
out, through later references to it# 

b# July 1, 1920 saw the termination of military occupation and the ap- 
pointment, as first !a$h Commissioner, of Sir Herbert Sfjrael, up to that 
time an a vowed Zionist supporter# 

5* In 1921 Amin was pardoned, returned to Jerusalem, and shortly after 
Trihen his brother Kamil died, he was appointed Mufti, by British manipulation 
of the Moslem nominations* Shortly* the British united the administration 
ofthe Waqfa end the Shari/* religious courts under a new Su premo Mrfslem 
Council, and appointed Bajj Amin as its head* 

6. Itay 1921 Outbreak, studied by SiTCRAFT CCirasSXCH, resulted in the 

CNURCHIir BHITBTSPKH, "a National !5ome for the Jews in Palestine, 
not Palestine to be a National Home for the Jess,” and other points encour- 
aging .to the Arabs, Cut the Jews continued to oppose the recommended co- 
operation with the Arabs* They intensified their progr am , bringing in 
100,000 immigrants in 19^2^26. This boom period went into a slump, 1927-29 
with fewer Immigrants and less money contributions, so the Zionists tried 
to intensify interest by* ' * 

a# Enlarging the Jewish Agency, to Include rich (end numerous) 
non-Zionist; 

b* Pushing Jewish claims to the Failing Fa ll* 

Following minor demonstrations, the WAILIBO BALL WHITS PAPER, Nov, 1928, 
assigned ownership of fas mDrto the Moslems* Demonstrations in Aug* 1929 * 

7. 1929 Plots* SHAW CO! CESSION. 7aj,1 Amin hnd been free of politics 
except for defending Moslem rights to the holy sites* Botr, however, he Trent 
as virtual head of the Arab group, to the LONDON CONFERENCE, called by the 
Oove m n en t * The Arabs favored the Shaw recommendations, which were embodied' 
in the PASSFISU) WHITE PAPER, 1930, which advised limitation on immigration, 

. control of land sales to Jews, and some fora of self-govermmnt for Palestine; 
It was violently attacked in Parliament and the press, by the Jews* and the 
Cabinet largely nullified it by the MACBONAID LETTER TO WEIZJA H. 
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5* Another st~dy, and the HOPS StflPSOH REPORT - eroosed the demerate 
rural conditions of Araiks* follocrln^ uncontrolled Jew* -h land purchase and 
iraairratioc* j f- 

9# Another study, the RRSHCR CC?VXSSI0V, In 1?31, even wore favorable to 
the Arabs* Yet iran?..T^tlon rose (1?3*-9553| 1933-30,3371 193Wi2,359). 

Illegal Immigration nado the actual figures double these amounts# Also, land 
purchases continued# {Jewish fam lend became, by trust provision, the inal- 
ienable property of the Jens of the* world)* 

10* I&jj Aadn assisted the new Ugh Coardsaioner# Sir Arthur Wfcuchope# 
by repressing anti-British feeling among the Arabs, and hoped for implemen- 
tation of the various Commission reports# Put Arab disappointment rosej 
demonstrations of protest took place at Jaffa, with many Arabs and Police 
casualties. (Xatroan, 1931*) In October, 1935# Jewish arms gmugrllng aroused 
Arabs fears*. Kov. 1935, Sheikh Issuddin al Qaasam, fanatical but fd^-prin- 
cipled religious head, preached armed resistance# and he and his followers 
were attacked and killed by the floilce* 

11*. In 1935# Weuchope formally offered a Legislative Co**nril of Arabs 
and Jews# in ratio of 2-1, subject to certain. British vetoes# Arabs would 
not accept all the latter point, the Jews opposed the crhole thing, and 
Jewish influence in Parliament was plainly apparent# 

12# • following the April 1936 Riots# Arabs felt that. Arab participants 
were more heavily punisW than were the Jews, and called a general strike# 

All Arab parties now united to form the Ar^b higher Committee, with frajj Sain 
as chairman# Re had now given up hope of peaceful settlement, and had become 
definitely anti-British# The strike degenerated into open rebellion, directed 
by Iraqi army officers who had resiguod their coraodsaiane. After seve ral 
months the Committee called off the war, bnt anti-British sentiment was 
more bitter than ever* 

13* i936# ROYAL or FE3L COOrTSSIOR. Arabs at first boycotted it, but fin- 

ally HaJJ Aadn testified^ to Arab aspirations and disappointments , and lap 
demanded national Independence# The Comission reccssnended partition of the 
country into Jewish, Arab, and corcron areas* 

llu Intense Arab indignation renered rebeliionJ Opt# 1, 1937, the . 
Government dissolved the Arab richer Committee, declared it illegal, de- 
ported its members to Seychelles* Raj j Amin avoided a rre s t by remaining in 
the Ifesque area, soon fled to Lebanon, later to Iraqi in 19lil to Teberan; 
end finally to Italy and Germany, where he now is* 

15* * T?\e P ARTITION caiYSSICtT decided that partition was impossible, and 
another WIIITB PAPER formally cancelled the pin* Autu m n , 1938, the British 
'invited repre se ntatives of neighboring Arab states, as well as Arabs of 
Palestine# and the Jewish Agency, to the IOHDCR COKPSISHCB* Falltre to 
reach a solution acceptable to either party# 

16* So the Government issued the 1939 WRITS PAPER' as its definite 
policy* 

a* !)rastic orortailment of land sales to Jews* 
b* Practical stoppage of immigration after 75,000 in five years j 
c# Creation, in stages, of national representative governm e nt with 
Arab majority! after 10 y*»rs, to consider full freedom, treaty 
relations with oat Britain# 

Arabs agreed' to it’ in lPljO (Sdt question?) hist, Jews havo absolutely opposed it 

17* When Vfer broke out, Arabs called off thp rebellion# Since then, Arabs 
. feel that no implementation of the 3 points, has taken place, that Illegal 
inmigration has greatly exceeded prescribed' limits* Arabs wait for .England 
to fulfil the tarns of the White Paper, but fear that Jewish pressure, aided . 
by American support of the Jewish position, may cause the policy to be an- 
nulled* The Jews arc arming themselves, preparing to take the initiative by. 
force from a war-weary England* 
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16, It ehonld be borne in mind that "ajj Amin fulfilled ~hroo f actions# 

The first wa 3 spiritual, as Mvftit secondly, as head of tho Styrene Moslem 
Counoil, recei7irc a salary fron+he "’ovemment, he eiur.ised a temporal office* 
There, his control of educational and religious institutions aid endowments Ins 
aroused little criticisn, b>:t in the administering of^amily end orphan Waqfs, 
and* funds collected for mosque repairs, he could, by manipulation, forward/ 
his personal 'and national ambitions,* 

19, Kis third fonction, as chaircan of the Arcb BIJw Committee, after 
1936, was purely political. The P.ebellion which ensued looks treasonable in* 
itself, but when considered against the whole background, it looks more like 
the logical culmination of 1? years of aspiration, frustration, and disill- 
usioment, 

20, It is a moot *v>irrt whether or not HaJJ Adn was ever offered, or 
accepted, financial assistance from fascist or Has! source, Otoe of his 
closest friends has said* *1 would not blame hin if he did. We could no 
longer hope fbr any help of Justice from Treat Tritain. . . They- (the British) .. • 
are,., controlled, for various reasons, by tho Jews and Zionists •* 
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Bate of Info 1 As stated 
Cairo t Oct. 30, 19U3 

Source t Pony from well places! Arab. 

Evaluation t B-2 



